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CANADA ADOPTS APOSTILLE CONVENTION 

Effective January 11, 2024, Canada will join the Convention Abolishing the Requirement of 
Legalization for Foreign Public Documents, also known as the Apostille Convention (the 
“Convention”). The Convention provides Canadians and Canadian businesses with an expedited 
process for the authentication and legalization of public documents.  

Currently, legalization of Canadian documents requires a multi-step authentication process 
involving multiple authorities, in order for a document to be formally recognized within a 
foreign country.  

Under the Convention, Canadians and Canadian businesses can soon submit their public 
documents to obtain a one-step authenticity certificate called an “Apostille.” The Apostille 
authenticates the origin of a public document so that it can be presented abroad in any of the 
other 124 countries that are currently parties to the Convention.   

Until the Convention comes into effect in Canada on January 11, 2024, Canadians and Canadian 
businesses must continue to use the current multi-step method of authentication and 
legalization for each country within which the applicable document is to be used.  

Note that once the Convention is in effect in Canada, it will still be necessary to confirm that the 
country one is dealing with is a party to the Convention. Where the subject country is not a 
party, the authentication and legalization process will still need to be used. 

EKB’s Business Law team would be pleased to assist you with authentication and legalization of 
Canadian documents for international use. Please contact David Allman of EKB for more 
information. 

https://www.ekb.com/practice-areas/business-law/
https://www.ekb.com/people/david-allman-business-lawyer/
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